PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Another
rewarding year!
• VOL.1 2019 newsletter •
KIDS TENNIS FOUNDATION
Suite 206, 620 St Kilda Rd,
Melbourne VIC 3004
TEL: (03) 9510 9165
FAX: (03) 9510 9166
Email: snorton@kidstennisfoundation.com

Chairman: Paul McNamee AM
President: Eric Campbell
Chief Executive Officer: Susie Norton
National Co-ordinator: Jody Costantino
Board Members:
Victor Eke
Joshua Frydenberg MP
Susie Norton

K TF N EW SLE T T E R V OL .1 201 9

A child’s formative years, the period that has
such a strong influence on their emotional,
social and physical growth, has a direct effect on
the adult they will become. Sociologists suggest
early childhood, which spans the period up to
8 years of age, is critical for cognitive, social,
emotional and physical development. For
some 36 years The Kids Tennis Foundation has
provided a social welfare program for children
generally in grades 3 and 4 at primary school.
Using tennis as a means for communication,
our program helps raise the self-esteem and
self-confidence of financially and socially
disadvantaged kids. It’s not for them to become
champions but to give them life skills and
confidence in a game not normally associated
with the disadvantaged. We have therefore
been involved in a positive way for thousands of
young Australians during such a critical time in
their life. I think the following testimonial sums
it up pretty well:
“The majority of the students in the KTF Program
had never even held a racquet before, let alone
tried to hit a moving ball with one! Our coach,
Les, demonstrated a very patient nature with
all of the children, particularly those with less
refined hand-eye coordination. All children,
regardless of ability, were made to feel as though
they had succeeded at the end of the session.
The most important element Les demonstrated
was that tennis is fun, and this was evident in
the enjoyment and enthusiasm shown by the
children.”
Pines Forest P.S. Frankston VIC
And so, we’ve enjoyed another successful year
in providing our special way of helping young
Australian kids. We continue to work hard to
expand and further develop our programs. The
Ken Rosewall Regional Project now in its fourth
year continues to reach out to kids in regional
schools. Ken’s enthusiasm for the program is
still as strong as ever. We’re privileged and
proud to have him as a part of the KTF family.
We’ve recently had some excellent dialogue
with Tennis Victoria and Tennis Australia with a
view to finding more ways to provide our unique
form of welfare.
We are most grateful for the ongoing support
from CQS, Yulgilbar Foundation (Myer Family)
and the International Club Philanthropy along
with Tennis Australia. Once again, a huge
thank you to our Gold Medal Supporters. Our
Honour Board already includes: REIV Charitable
Foundation, Abbe Corrugated Cardboard
Packaging, Ray Horsburgh AM, Dr James Buler
AM along with anonymous donors and our
very latest Gold Medallists, Anton & Jenny
Gaudry. Each fully tax deductable donation of
$5000 will provide coaching for an extra 200
underprivileged children.

ERIC CAMPBELL - President
A simple phone call to our CEO Susie Norton
is all that’s needed to make your donation and
become a part of our Honour Board.
In October last year we enjoyed our Annual Gala
Ball at the RACV Club in Bourke St. “Diamonds
are Forever” was the theme and due to some
hard working “diamonds”, namely our Social
Committee, it was a fabulous night and a
great success. Ladies, your work is invaluable.
We couldn’t get by without you. A huge thanks
from the Board and of course all the kids.
Be sure to mark Friday 11th October in your
organiser for our 2019 Gala Ball at The Pullman
on The Park, in East Melbourne
The Social Committee’s other big fun and fund
raiser is the Annual Mother’s Day lunch, always
massively successful (report on Pages 4-5).
The programs could not be delivered without
our coaches. A huge thank you to them. I know
they all get a kick out of working with KTF kids.
They are good citizens who are willing to give
back to their communities. We do pay our
coaches, but it’s at a rate much lower than they
could otherwise command.
Finally, thanks to our Board. The current Board
has worked as a team for some years now. Paul
and Vic have been Board Members since KTF
was launched in 1983. I’ve been there since
2000, Josh since 2003 and Susie since 2014.
However, Susie has been the day by day driver
at the wheel of the machine for 32 years! A
wonderful and fulfilling commitment.
Thanks from all of us, Susie.
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VALE BRUCE PODMORE
Bruce passed away on 24 April this year, aged 88 years. Bruce grew up two
blocks away from the iconic Bondi Beach in NSW but since 1961 the family
has lived in Canberra.
Bruce was a family man, a sportsman, an educator, a traveller and a linguist.
A constant throughout Bruce’s life was his love for sport. Not surprisingly in his
youth Bruce would be surfing the waves at Bondi Beach. He loved body surfing
and made his hand boards from balsa wood. He was also a keen fisherman and
would fish from the rocks off Bondi.
Bruce had a passion for tennis and cricket. Tennis was his most preferred – and
he was especially good at it. In his late teens and early 20s Bruce would travel
to tournaments throughout country NSW. He was known for his kick spin serve
and killer serve volley game. One of his great wins was at Narrandera in 1955
where he won the Open Men’s Singles, Open Men’s Doubles and the Open
Mixed Doubles. What a trifecta!! His name also appears many times as the
Ardlethan Open Men’s champion. Bruce continued to play tennis well into
his 70s. It was only this year that Bruce missed attending the Australian Open
Tennis Tournament due to his ill health – he had been attending this event
for the past 28 years!! He also attended Davis Cup matches in Australia and
Switzerland, such was his passion for the sport.
Bruce was a driving force behind the schools tennis competition. His
enthusiasm for tennis encouraged many young players to take up and stay
in the sport. Due to his influence many of these players became top ranking
Australian players, one of whom was Wally Masur. In recognition of his
dedication, Bruce was awarded Life Membership of the Australian Secondary
Schools Tennis. In December 1992, in recognition of his contribution to tennis
in Schools Sport, he was inducted as a life member of the ACT & Australian
Secondary Schools Sports Association.
No one would question Bruce’s love for cricket. He was so keen to watch Don
Bradman that he hitch-hiked with a mate from Sydney to Melbourne to see the
Don play.

Bruce also loved horse racing. It was actually in his blood as his second cousin,
George Podmore, was the rider on Evening Peal when she won the Melbourne
Cup in 1956.
Golf was also in his blood with his father being assistant golf professional and
grounds keeper at the Royal Sydney Golf Club.
Another major sporting highlight in Bruce’s life was his participation as a
volunteer at the 2000 Sydney Olympics. The sport of course that Bruce selected
was tennis! He recalls at that event having to ask Serena Williams to show
her accreditation to allow her entry into the playing area – rules are rules!!
Fortunately for him Serena could see the humour in the exchange.
Kids Tennis Foundation would like to thank Bruce’s family for requesting that, in
lieu of flowers and to honour Bruce’s memory, that donations be made to KTF.
Sincere thanks to the family and the many friends of Bruce, who have sent very
generous donations. How very thoughtful and so very much appreciated.
Bruce’s memory will live on through the many KTF programs conducted
throughout the length & breadth of Australia.

RECOGNITION BY TENNIS AUSTRALIA
KTF is the only dedicated tennis charity in Australia which introduces
underprivileged kids into the world of tennis, so recognition by Tennis
Australia is truly valued.
Tennis Australia once again appointed Kids Tennis Foundation as one of
their charities to receive support during Australian Open 2019.
Kids Tennis Foundation sincerely thanks Tennis Australia for their ongoing
support and is truly privileged and ever so grateful to once again receive
such a generous donation of $20,000.
This money certainly helps Kids Tennis Foundation provide financially and
socially disadvantaged children throughout Australia with the opportunity
to learn and play tennis, not to mention the boost to their self-esteem and
self-confidence, which is of paramount importance to all of us at KTF.
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KEN ROSEWALL REGIONAL PROJECT
Many more children in regional areas throughout Australia have been introduced
to the wonderful world of tennis through Kids Tennis Foundation and the Ken
Rosewall Regional Project, thanks to the generosity of CQS, International Club
Philanthropy and The Yulgilbar Foundation.

Ken pictured with Paul and Susie at IC lunch during AO 2019

BLUFF POINT PRIMARY SCHOOL THANKS KRRP
Bluff Point is in Western Australia and is located north of Geraldton on the south
bank of the Chapman River, between the North West Coastal Highway and the
Indian Ocean.
“Our students at Bluff Point Primary School have thoroughly enjoyed the KTF
program, through the Ken Rosewall Regional Project. It has given our students
the opportunity to actively participate in a sport normally not available to them.
These sessions have given our students the opportunity to build their self-esteem
and confidence through the game of tennis. The students have also realised that
they have vastly improved from their first session to their last session.
The coaching and guidance from coach, Colin, has been exemplary. In all sessions
he has catered to the students’ need and abilities.Thank you!”
Owen Bell
Deputy Principal

MORE THANKS FROM CARISBROOK
PRIMARY SCHOOL
Carisbrook is a town in Victoria, located on the Pyrenees Highway, in the Shire of
Central Goldfields.
“KTF Coach, Brian Carr has been fantastic engaging with our students and
encouraging them to take up tennis. He has given the students the skills and
confidence to feel comfortable in a new sport as well as providing a program that
assists those who need extension. He is fantastic with the students and provides
a safe and supportive environment for them to enjoy learning about the skills of
tennis. It has been a pleasure having him at our school and the students have
thoroughly enjoyed the program. Thank you Kids Tennis Foundation for this
opportunity through the Ken Rosewall Regional Project.”
Shaun Allen
PE Teacher
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“70’s FOREVER”
Mothers’ Day
Lunch 2019
What a fantastic day was had by all at the recent “70’s FOREVER” KTF Mothers’
Day Lunch!
Thanks to the incredible generosity of Louise Higgins and support from
Kate Hill Flowers and Function Accessories, the beautiful White Cyclamen
centrepieces looked a picture framed by the striking bright blue & white décor
of the RACV Club Ballroom.
Special Guest Entertainers, “The Poptease Divas”, took all the ladies on a
journey through the dazzling, disco decade of the 70’s. They excited all as
they performed all the tunes that made you want to get your groove on and
dance!!! These three gorgeous girls, Aly Stapleton and Angie Stapleton and
Breanna Anderson, did not disappoint.
And, this year, the Gift Bags, donated fully by CHEMIST WAREHOUSE, were
certainly the biggest & the best ever. Included in each were an incredible 20
products or more! How very, very generous. Sincerest of thanks to Victoria &
Elisha. You certainly made 300 ladies very happy indeed!
The success of the day too was in no small way thanks to the many donors of
the fabulous Raffle Prizes and Silent Auction items, namely Abbe Corrugated
Cardboard Packaging (Julie O’Sullivan), chapter one @ 230 (Susanne Hoppe,
Jacqui Bonnet), Coach, Dilmah, DeBortoli, Elena Chan, Gianna Trovato, Jane
Anderson, Joan Cubbin, Jody Costantino, Keon Couture (Shirley Keon),
Laser Clinics Australia (Kate & Claudio Szabo at Prahran), Marco Polo (Anthea
Phelps), Montara Wines (Billie Stapleton), Ronni Douglas, Studio PP and
Yarra Trail (Anthea Phelps).
And this year, two items were part of a “live” auction. The first item was
Afternoon Tea & Champagne for 8 guests on the Magical Mornington
Peninsula at Merricks North with Luxury Lexus Vehicles chauffeuring those
lucky guests to this superb property. Sincere thanks to the very generous
Cathy & Brian Austin.
The second item, in keeping with the Afternoon Tea theme, was Afternoon Tea
“At Home” with Maxwell & Williams. This superb M&W collection of teapots,
cups & saucers, plates, platters, cake stand, cake forks, teaspoons and more,
certainly created a lot of interest. Once again, incredible support from M&W. A
big thank you.
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The Raffle, together with donations for the stylish floral centrepieces plus
money raised from the sale of the Main Auction and Silent Auction items
contributed to the day being a sure winner for KTF. Funds raised at the lunch
will go towards KTF programs for underprivileged kids, with the main aim
to help raise the self esteem & self confidence of these kids through the
introduction of tennis.
The fantastic bottles of the very popular “Stonier” Pinot Noir from the very
generous Cathy & Brian Austin were winners as table prizes, as was the
jewellery and the chocolates for all guests thanks to Mandy Nowlan & Jane
Anderson respectively.
Special thanks to Jeanine & Ian Hickey and all at Tomorrow Agency for
their generosity with the fabulous “70’s Forever” design & production of
the invitation and the printing of the programme and to Complete Colour
Printing for the printing of the invitation.
Once again, the incredible contribution and the tireless work of the KTF Social
Committee girls ensured the day was a huge success. Jane Anderson, Jody
Costantino, Joan Cubbin (NSW), Louise Higgins, Lesley McNamee, Judy
Norton, Elena O’Brien, Julie O’Sullivan and Gianna Trovato are just so loyal,
committed and…great fun and also dear friends. And a special welcome to
our “new” Social Committee gal, Anthea Phelps. Thanks to Pam Saxon, Carmel
Joyce and Sandy Gillooly for lending a hand too.
To photographer, Cathy O’Reilly, thanks again for your wonderful work and
sincere thanks to Emily & the staff at RACV Club for helping to make this day
a great success.
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ANNUAL
KTF GALA 2019
Where: Pullman on the Park Melbourne
When: Friday 11 October 2019
Booking & Enquiries: Susie (03) 9510 9165 or snorton@kidstennisfoundation.com

For substantial financial support,

T H
N K
A
Abbe Corrugated Cardboard Packaging
Andrea Evans
Andrew Schram
Andrews Family Charitable Fund
Barbara Birch
Barbara Guzzardi
Beverley Hore
Bryce Raworth
Colin & Margret Strahan

Y O U

David Strong
Erin & John Lidgerwood
Helen Wetherall
Joan Burfitt
Joan & Michael Bucknell
John Graham
Judith & Bob Batrouney
Louise Higgins
Margaret Theobold
Mark Kennedy

!

Max Payne
Mt Martha Tennis Club
Providence Philanthropic Foundation
Roslyn & Leslie Woolley
Ryans Bus Services
Salvo Property Group
Sandra Willmott
Sapia (Mark Edmondson)
Terry Stone

Many thanks are also extended to all those clubs, companies and
individuals who have kindly donated tennis balls, court time,
racquets, time and items for KTF fundraising events etc.

Every little bit helps.
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more SUCCESS stories...
KEILOR VIEWS PRIMARY SCHOOL (VICTORIA)
“At Keilor Views Primary School we have been lucky to successfully run fun skill
based tennis lessons for our students. Our students have really been enthusiastic
about these tennis lessons and have shown an improvement in their hitting skills.
All students have enjoyed the opportunity to play modified tennis and some
have even joined up at the local tennis centre to play more. Teachers have been
extremely supportive with this program and have commented that they really
value these lessons and how the students have achieved better skills during
these fun lessons.

This has been a positive for our school and we regard the KTF program as a
fantastic way to engage our students in a great activity which helps our students
socially.“
John Watts
PE Teacher

GOSNELLS PRIMARY SCHOOL
(WESTERN AUSTRALIA)
“The tennis sessions have been fantastic.
The kids have fun, are active and are learning new skills every lesson. KTF Coach,
Jim, has been eager to teach and see the kids improve.
KTF allows our students an opportunity they would not usually have access to.
Thank you KTF.”
Dominique Paskos
P.E Specialist Teacher

FRANKSTON PRIMARY SCHOOL
(VICTORIA)
“It has been great to have tennis at Frankston Primary School!
The students were engaged and enthusiastic when learning new tennis skills.
Instructions were explicit and Les provided assistance for students with
special needs.
The students really enjoyed the KTF tennis lessons. Some have expressed
their desire to further pursue tennis coaching.”
Caitlin Visser and Bec Wilson
Teachers
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Designed by tomorrow agency 0081

DON’T LET THE KIDS MISS OUT!
PLEASE DONATE NOW.

• G I V I N G D I S A D V AN TAGE D KIDS A BE TTE R SHOT •
Kids Tennis Foundation has already introduced tennis
to more than 400,000 financially and socially
disadvantaged children throughout Australia.

DONATION FORM
Yes, I/We would like to support Kids Tennis Foundation in its quest to introduce
tennis to disadvantaged children throughout Australia.
Name:

o Cheque (payable to Kids Tennis Foundation) for $

Address:
					
Email:
Signature:
Date:

o $50 o $150 o $250 o $500 o $1000 o $5000 o Other $_____
METHOD OF PAYMENT

Company/Club:

Telephone:

Please find enclosed my/our donation of:

P/C

o EFT

013 423 - 3107 79 996

(surname & KTF don. as reference)

o Visa o Mastercard o Amex
Credit Card Number
__ __ __ __ /__ __ __ __ /__ __ __ __ /__ __ __ __
Name on card:________________________________________
Signature:___________________________________________
Expiry date: ___ ___ /___ ___

DONATIONS ARE FULLY TAX DEDUCTIBLE
Send to Kids Tennis Foundation, Suite 206, 620 St Kilda Road, Melbourne 3004

